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Whether you are a graduate student
/ or a senior scientist, your reputa-
tion rests on the ability to communicate
your ideas and data. In this straightfor-
ward and accessible guide, Scott L. Mont-
gomery offers detailed, practical advice on
crafting every sort of scientific communi-
cation, from research papers and confer-
ence talks to review articles, interviews
with the media, e-mail messages, and
more. He avoids the common pitfalls of
other guides by focusing not on rules and
warnings but instead on how skilled writ-
ers and speakers actually learn their
trade—by imitating and adapting good
models of expression. Moving step-by-step
through samples from a wide variety of
scientific disciplines, Montgomery shows
precisely how to choose and employ such
models, where and how to revise different
texts, how to use visuals to enhance your
presentation of ideas, and why writing is
really a form of experimentation.

He also traces the evolution of scientific
expression over time, providing a context
crucial for understanding the nature of
technical communication today. Other
chapters take up the topics of writing cre-
atively in science; how to design and use
graphics; and how to talk to the public
about science. Written with humor and

eloquence, this book provides a unique
and realistic guide for anyone in the sci-
ences wishing to improve his or her com-
munication skills.

Practical and concise, The Chicago Guide
to Communicating Science covers
® Writing scientific papers, abstracts,
grant proposals, technical reports, and
articles for the general public
Using graphics effectively
Surviving and profiting from the review
process
Preparing oral presentations
Dealing with the press and the public
Publishing and the Internet
Writing in English as a foreign langnage

SCOTT L. MONTGOMERY is a consult-
ing geologist, writer, and independent
scholar. He has authored hundreds of pa-
pers, articles, monographs, and reports in
the geological sciences, as well as several
textbooks and translations. He is also the
author of several books on the history of sci-
ence and scientific language, including Sei-
ence in Translation: Movements of Knowl-
edge through Cultures and Time.

Cover images (clockwise from lower left): detail of trilobite
by Riccardo Levi-Setti; derail of neurons, courtesy of the
Loyola University Medical Education Network-LUMEN;
dark nebula, Photodisc; wild daisies. Photodisc.

Chicago Guides to Writing, Editing, and Publishing

THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO PRESS

WWW.PRESS.UCHICAGO.EDU

ISBN 0-228L-53485-5
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